,     ON   EDUCATION

would make every Englishman cwork at least once with
his hands and thus contribute towards the building up of
his people. Above all, we want those who are in sedentary
occupations to experience what manual labour is, so that
they may feel understanding and sympathy for those of
their countrymen whose lives are spent in the fields, the
factory or the workshop. We want to abolish for ever that
attitude of superiority which unfortunately so many of our
intellectuals adopt towards the manual workers,1 and we
wish them to realise that they too will be worth all the
more if they know themselves to possess a capacity for
physical work. But the ultimate aim behind labour service
is to promote mutual understanding between .the different
classes, and thus strengthen the spirit of national, solidarity
among the whole people.' These are Hitler's words. But
the' fact that Hitler spoke them does not lessen their
wisdom.

Our first task is to realise that the spirit of citizenship
does not grow into a strong plant without cultivation; our
problem will be solved when everyone born in Britain has
the knowledge needed by a citizen, has seen, the vision of
what citizenship is, and has been trained in it; by living
with others, not merely as an individual, but as a member
of a community whose life and responsibilities he shares.
I have put these three requirements in inverse order. The
most important is the last.

1 I doubt if this is true of English * intellectuals \